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David Morris decided on a bespoke, handmade 
design when it came to making the most of  

his neat and compact kitchen space
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‘IT’s

bUT

formed’

small
perfectly

David was able to incorporate his existing Britannia 
range cooker into the new design and a fake mantel 
above was built to house an extractor hood. Either  
side of the range, corner cabinets with folding doors 
make the most of the space, while a glass-fronted wall 
cabinet to the right breaks up the run of solid wood

After moving into his new home, David Morris 
waited several years before deciding to 
modernise his kitchen. By then, the original 
design was very much the worse for wear, 
with cabinets held together with strong glue.

Why did you leave it so long to start?
Despite it pretty much falling apart, the 
kitchen had always been functional, so  
I worked on bringing the rest of the house  
up to date before beginning what I knew 
would cause the most upheaval. 

What look were you after?
I wanted to avoid the standard MDF or 
melamine cabinetry, and from the beginning  
I had it in my mind that it had to be real wood.  
So I researched the kitchen market thoroughly, 
finally settling on Greenheart Kitchens,  
a local company that 
inspired me with  
its bespoke design 
ethos. Its creativity 
convinced me that it 
was right for the job. I 
found it by searching 
online directories, 
which isn’t something 
I would normally  
do, but after visiting 
the showroom and 
hearing some ideas  
I was sure Greenheart 
Kitchens would be 
able to transform  
the space.

Were there any nasty surprises?
It took years to eradicate the previous owners’ 
botched jobs elsewhere in the house. When it 
came to tiling the kitchen we uncovered three 
layers of tiles, one on top of the other. The 
room had to be stripped and a false ceiling  
put in. There was a lot of time spent correcting 
bad makeover jobs, such as the removal of  
a door to the left of the cooker – the previous 
owners had just papered over it. 

How easy was it for you to make the  
new space work?
We had two rooms to work on, a small utility 
room and the kitchen itself. After talking with 
Greenheart Kitchen’s designers, Steve Stokes 
and Ceri Hill, they suggested a compact yet 
functional kitchen space that maximised 
storage with all the appliances I would need. 

The work on the utility 
room was finished  
first – as both jobs 
needed doing, it  
made sense to start 
with the smaller  
room. The kitchen 
refit began a year  
later, starting with  
the inclusion of a 
glass-panelled door  
as the only separation 
between the two 
spaces, giving the feel 
of a more open-plan 
layout. It’s wonderful 
to have a separate 

THE OWNER David Morris, who is retired, 
and his Labrador, Paddy
THE HOME A 1980s detached house  
in Cardiff, Wales
THE CAbINETRY A combination of  
hand-painted and solid European pippy 
oak units

PRICE GUIDE

£15,500 

Kitchen 
FACt FILE

for a similar Greenheart Kitchens  
design, cabinetry only

A Samsung Staron worktop 
in Sanded Sahara has been 

expertly shaped around a 
double-bowl Belfast sink

Mouldings have been  
cut into each of the door 
frames, while hand-forged, 
cast-iron Gothic handles 
complete the cabinetry 

A steel radiator adds a 
contemporary touch  
and reflects the steel  

of the appliances

Beautiful kitchens
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To disguise a 
stairwell that 
protruded into  
the room, tall units 
were designed 
around it and also 
house the fridge 
and freezer

Beautiful kitchens

3 GeT THe look
Traditional taps

Carron Phoenix
White levers are a nod 
to tradition in this Barra 
bridge mixer tap in 
chrome. It costs £197

aBoDe
The Gresham 
monobloc is a modern 
take on a crook-style 
tap and available in 
chrome for £213 

BriTa 
A water filter tap  

as well as a standard 
model, the Rosedale 

three-way mixer costs 
around £385 and is 

shown in chrome

oWnER’s ADvICE
David tells us why he opted for a bespoke 
kitchen and how it has worked for him.

inVeST in QUaLiTY 
Cost is a huge factor when it comes to 
buying a new kitchen, especially if you opt 
for a handmade design. However, going 
down the bespoke route really does mean 
you get a kitchen that fits perfectly. It  
makes sense in the long run.

Be PaTienT
It can take time to get it right. I had a 
six-month period of design consultation 
and construction, followed by a six-week 
installation period, which included two 
hand-painted coats on the cabinetry.

DeCiDe WhaT YoU WanT To KeeP
I opted for a large integrated fridge and 
freezer, having previously had small, 
under-counter models. I didn’t want an 
American-style fridge freezer as it wouldn’t 
have fitted in with the overall design. I then 
saved money by keeping the existing 
cooker and water filter tap. It makes sense 
to look at what you have and keep what you 
can without compromising the end result.

A large painted storage 
cupboard houses essential 
cooking equipment. The 
cupboard was hand-built 
on site. ‘It’s one thing to 
buy a kitchen off the shelf 
but to see one crafted 
and installed in your own 
home is another thing 
altogether,’ says David

space where the dog can sleep and not walk 
muddy paw prints through the house. I also 
keep beehives as well as being a keen 
gardener, so this way I have a handy sink 
nearby rather than having to walk through  
the kitchen to use the main one. 

What’s your favourite part of the kitchen?
I love the attention to detail involved in 
producing a handmade design. I even saw the 
tree that the French oak cabinetry was made 
from at Steve’s workshop. He explained what 
he was going to do at each stage – how many 
people can say they’ve been involved that 
closely with their kitchen design? It makes it  
all the more special. It was important that the 
kitchen didn’t feel too cluttered with detail or 
colour choices. I considered granite worktops 
but found it harsh and unyielding – Staron 

shapes much more easily, which lent itself 
well to the sloping drainer feature. 

Did you have any special requests?
Yes, I asked for the look and feel of the space  
to be designed around a treasured English dial 
clock that now takes pride of place above the 
cooker hood. I wanted to base the idea on 
something special and the wood echoes that 
sense of solidity, of something that is well 
made and that is built to last. 

Would you have done anything differently?
Creating a fake chimneybreast to set the 
extractor fans into gave me a perfect display 
ledge, but it meant I lost the old-fashioned 
serving hatch in the wall, as the cooker used to 
be positioned where the sink is now. Although 
it wouldn’t have fitted with the new layout or 

…that the steam oven I bought would end up  
being an expensive plate warmer. I use the hobs  

to steam food instead!’ DAvID MORRIs

‘i WisH i’d kNoWN…

STYLISH SOLUTIONS  
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Beautiful kitchens

sHoP tHE LooK

CaBineTrY
■ Bespoke hand-painted and solid european 
pippy oak furniture, Greenheart Kitchens. A 
similar kitchen, cabinetry only, costs £15,500 

WorKSUrFaCeS
■ Sanded Sahara Staron solid surface.  
Price per sq m £600 
■ European oak. Price per sq m £250 
■ Oregano Sand solid surface, Hi-Macs by LG. 
Price per linear m, from £500

SPLaShBaCK
■ Chiaro tumbled travertine tiles,  
Ceramic Tile Warehouse. Price per sq m £44

FLoorinG
■ Edimax Bronzea Oxida tiles, Ceramic Tile 
Warehouse. Price per sq m £67

aPPLianCeS 
■ Dual-fuel range cooker, Britannia £2,388 
■ Built-in combination steam oven, Neff £926
■ Canopy extractor hood, Neff £1,206
■ Fully integrated fridge, AEG £580
■ Fully integrated freezer, AEG £656
■ Fully integrated dishwasher, Neff £451

SinKS anD TaPS 
■ Undermounted double-bowl ceramic Belfast 
sink in White Alpin, Villeroy & Boch £371
■ Jota 160 undermounted half-bowl sink 
in stainless steel, Blanco £71
■ Farmhouse sink, Villeroy & Boch £398
■ 2 x Etruscan taps in chrome, Perrin & Rowe, 
each £215
■ Chilled filtered water tap,  
General Ecology £250 

FiniShinG ToUCheS
■ G18Y paint, Johnstone’s Paints.  
Price per 2.5l £22.38

For SToCKiSTS, See PaGe 152

design, it was hugely practical and not having 
it is going to take some getting used to!

What were your best and worst buys?
I use the water filter tap continuously  
as I drink about five pints of water a day. 
Previously it was attached to the old sink but 
Steve suggested that I reposition it and add a 
small prep sink. It was a great idea – I now use 
both all the 
time. There was 
only one error 
in the entire 
refit and that 
was buying a 
steam oven. 
Essentially,  
I’ve found it  
to be little  
more than an 
expensive plate 

warmer and I tend to use the hob on the  
range cooker to steam food instead.

What do you love most about the design?
The most important thing is that the kitchen 
works and has been built with inherent style  
in mind. Luckily, Steve could visualise it from 
the outset, but I couldn’t. I thought the tall run 
of cabinetry might be a little overwhelming 

and imposing, 
and I wasn’t 
sure about 
moving the 
cooker but 
Greenheart 
Kitchens  
were right on 
every count. 
Everything 
here fits in 
perfectly.

STYLISH SOLUTIONS
COMPACT DESIGN

An additional half-bowl  
prep sink sits together  
with a chilled water filter  
tap. Behind, a utility room 
provides another sink  
and tap for convenience 

A large utensils drawer has been placed quite  
near to both the range cooker and the sink, for ease  
of use. ‘That’s the beauty of having a small kitchen  
– everything is close to hand,’ smiles David

4.6 m

2.4
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